
Txene Goes rne NercHBoRHooD.
As suburbia spreads out, Marltland's Blue Bloods m00e on.
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I l,-,on,n, prrvrreeed equesrrrdns
V l.o- Monrgomery and neighbor-
ing counties gather at the Eaton Hills
Hunt Club dressed in scarlet coats,
white cravats and black velvet bowlers.
At precisely 8:00 a.m., a copper horn
sounds a muted but distinct tune signal-
ling the hunters to mount their horses.
On cue, 40 eager hounds sing out their
own baleful music. Pulling eagerlv at
their chains, they, too, are ready for an-
other Eaton Hills fox hunt to begin.

"Very soon all this will be gone," says
former Maryland Senator Daniel Horn,
standing in a dewy field on a crisp Octo-

ber morning presiding over this Satur-
da,v's hunt. "Onll 20 years ago, the
Allison Club (a former thoroughbred
farm, now del'unct) bordered us to the
east, and Sharp's Hill lay to thc south."
Horn points o1l to the south, and onc
can see the roois of homes interspersed
through groves of oak and pine; there
are nor a lot of homes. nor inerpen.ire
homes. but homes nonethelcss.

"There rvas plcnty of acreage and
plenty ol solitude thcn," he savs. "But
norv look at it. There are too many peo-
ple, too manv houses. In a few years,
we'll be staging hunts in people's back-
vards. Or not at alll"

The Allison Club, Sharp's Hill and a
handful of other private sanctuaries for
the rich-once sprawling farms of hun-
dreds. even thousands of acres-have
been replared by 'plann.d (ommuni-
ties," as club members derisively call
them. Estates formerly belonging to
some of the nation's wealthiest families
have been transformed into two- and
three-acre plots for the upper middle
class who have graduated from the fash-
ionable suburbs of Bethesda and
Mclean to the more pastoral climes of
Montgomery County.

New projects in this part of Mont-
gomery County by no means cater to
the impecunious. Prices for new homes
start at around $250,000 and go to over
a million dollars. Still, the old and some-
times intractable super-rich Iind it hard
to coexist with their new neighbors. Be-
grudgingly, many of them move on;
and as they go, they leave more and
more of the old estates open to new
development.

The new money.

Real cstatc developers such as Mont-
gomery County's William Cochrane, a
firebrand entrepreneur who buys land
from the wealthiest and sells to the
wealthy, have adjusted comfortably to
the new order that the past 10 years have
wrought. Sitting behind the wheel ofhis
vintage 1938 Dodge "Woodie" oversee-
ing the survey and division of his latest
acquisition, the Old Sewell House, he
seems oblivious to the slow-boiling con-
troversy that surrounds him.

"It's ver,v simple," says Cochrane.
"My clients are looking for a few acre s

and solitude. They don't need hall a
county; one or two acres will do. So they
come to me. I have hall a dozen proper-
ties now under development. The people
rvho sold me this property sold it because
rhey trew wearv of liqhtinq rhe inevir-
able. They realize how close DC has be-
come. They know their property is
\rorth a fortune. They know more and
more people are coming, like it or not.
And they know that ifthey can't get used
to having neighbors, they're going to
have to mor-e. When they make that de-
cision, they come to me. I pay top dollar,
and I charge top dol)ar."

Cochrane has no romantic illusicxrs
about the Maryland Hunt Country. He
plays a numbers game. And he often

A sign oJ the timu; Estate breakups change the Jace o;f Marlland\ past.

BY SUE ANNE FRANK

PHOTO BY RALPH KIN-G .I'HË MARYLAND COUNTRYSIDE



RAMBLER
\rins. Ilul lrtcll. Cjochrane is 1re!-ainnrnq
Lu lrrl rhr l,'Jl ,'l ,h,'n'llul "r "l'l rr.i-
clcn(s \\'ho rclir-se to bc bulliccl ancl
bought our.

A group ol old-moncv lanclonncrs
h:rs lôrrrred a coalition to savc w'hal's
leli ol thc IIunr Country lili:; they are
making no concessions to Cochrane ancl
othcrs iike him. Their ueapons'l \,Ionev
and inlluencc.

The old mone1.
1!J80 (icnsus rccorrls inclicate that \lon t-
{onrcrv Counn's meclian Irouselrolcl irr-

VeronicatsBash
" What is Halloueen

without the pump-
kins?" asked Veronica

Ashcroft-Wellman as she
y' surveved the unloading of a
/ thousand ol the 30-pound orbs
onto the front lau,n of her verdant

Montgomery
County estate.
The jack-o -lan-
terns will be part
of an elaborate
prop for onc of
the country's
most labulous
Halloween balls
to bc hcld next
$'eek at Ashcroft
Farm. Veronica's
ancestral home. v.tun;.a: Pd,tt Qrûû

The annual ball, a llO-year-old
Ashcrolt tradition, draws hundreds ol
dignitaries from the lvorlds of art,
business and politics. Last year's
guests included Senator Lance Dun'
can, actor Robert lvlcCarron. Ka-
tarina Ostrovsky of Metropolitan
B;Lllet fame and British ambassador
Sir Edward Black. And if Veronic:L
has her way, this year's party will be
even more spectacular. It promises to
be second to none lor sheer opulence.

Guests will dine on the rare delica-
cies of French Nour,elle Cuisile pre-
pared by Master Chef Louis LeClerc
of \Àhshington's Ma Maison Restau-
rant. They'll be entertained by the fa-
mous Foggy Bottom Band under the
direction ofVince Goodman, who, by
the way, \'as a long-time friend ofVc-
ronica's late lâther Cyrus Ashcroft I II.
And they'll come bedecked in cos-
tumes that make Hollywood's most
garish productions seem pale by com-
parison. To all this, add the setting of
Ashcrolt.

The farm, a sprawling sanctuar,v of
pine and oak forest and pasturcland,
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BY WATSON TATHAM

comc is.just ovcr S70.()00. Cornpared tcr

thc narional artraee ol' S20.000. this
makt s Nftrntgornt'rr' (iountv onc ol thc
fivc rvcalthitst arc:rs in the nation. Inlcr-
tstingh. tlrc gr.ai('sl (.on.entration of
rhis rrLst xcalth lics in thc hartcls ol per
haps 20 or ll0 lenrilics likc thc Ashcrolt-
\\'t'llmans.

'l'hc poler ard inlluc'ncc oi this elite
glorrp ol lanciou nt rs crtcntls lnr bcr oncl
thc .olrnt\' linc. liccorcls on filt' at tlte
\lontqorm rv f)ounn flourthoust list at
lcest nint influcntiul national legislator-s

tt.ùtlrtut!,, la!. lt;)

commands over 120 acres of Mont-
gomer,v County's most idyllic vistâs.
Dominating all this is Ashcroft Manor
house, built by Vcronica's great-
great grandfàther in 1872. The farm
is one of the county's last remaining
colonial estates of this grandeur, and
Veronica has maintained it in the
finest tradition.

"l hare a vcsred intcrest in this
countryside," says Veronica. "Once
a year I like to .harc rhc megic of this
placr wirh mv liicnds. And whar bct-
ter time for magic than Halloween?"

Magic may be just what Veronica
needs. because once the idle chatter
has waned, talk is sure to turn to the
swcepinc (hanges lhal are afoot in
Montgomery Count,v.

The director of Ashcrolt Trust and
a close personal associate of the
Ashcroli family, Colonel Robert Mar-
ston, talked to
our Keyhole re-
po rte r about
those chânges.
"Of course land
is an issue in
Montgomer,v
County these
days. Veronica
makes no secret
ol her desire to
stop the influx of
ne\\, aesidents to .rtarnon: Herc To Std!

the county. She sees it as being the
onlv u,ay of preserving her rvay oflile.

"The many friends and relatives
who will be attending this year's party
are fully supportive of her position.
They, too, want Ashcroft to endure as

the tradition it has grown to be in the
past century. That will certainly be a
topic ofconversation at the party."

The Hallorvccn Ball at Ashtrofr-
regardiess of the 'political wcather'

-promises to be a grand old time.
For how many more years that rvill rc-
main truc, one can oniy guess.

IN THE
MARYLAND
TRADITION

Seneca Creek Estate. Montgom-
ery County Estate of nearly 40
acres. The Estale (circa 1824.t con'
si5l\ (rt t\^o briek Federrl houses.
with numerous nineteenth century
dependency duellings in fine con
dition. Ideal for thc discrinrinating
huyer in 'earch oI solitude. Price:
2.5 million. Call 555-7721 or
write:

KING'S POINI
FI EALT

One Saddle Oak Square
Rappanoc, Maryland 23393
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''IIf PURSUIT
Of THE

EXTRIORDINARY''

OUR NEW
EVENTING SADDLE.

The traditi0n of Enqlish Saddlery comes to
life in Supple's custom-crafted tack lor the
discriminating horseman. Come in and see
our new Amer can-made Eventing saddle.
This saddle features a perfectly balanced
seal. made possrble Dy our re,nfOrced En-

tracore spn'rq tree. Available in difierenl tree
widths t0 meet the demands ol every rider.

Supple Saddlery
11221 old Church Road. Rappanoc, l\4arylaad

555-9984


